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Garry D. Carnegie, BCom MCom 
Deakin, PhD Flinders, FCPA, has 
been an Emeritus Professor of RMIT 
University since 1 January 2018, 
having previously served in the roles 
of Head, School of Accounting and 
Professor of Accounting at the Uni-
versity from 2010 to 2017.  Recent-
ly, he served a continuous period of 
18 months until December 2019 as 
Education Advisor, CPA Australia. 
 
Professor Carnegie had been em-
ployed in Australian higher educa-
tion institutions since 1985 and, pri-
or to joining RMIT University, he 
held full-time professorial posts at 
Deakin University, Melbourne Uni-
versity Private/The University of 
Melbourne, and the University of 
Ballarat (now Federation University 
Australia). Before joining academe, 

Professor 
Carnegie 
gained ex-
perience in 
IT, public 
accounting, 
and in the 
financial 
services 
sector.   
Professor 
Carnegie 
completed 
his PhD at 
Flinders University in 1994 on “The 
Structure and Usage of Pastoral Ac-
counting Information in Pre-
Federation Pastoral Industry Man-
agement in the Western District of 
Victoria (1836-1900)”, under the 
principal supervision of Lee Par-
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 President’s Message 

Gary Spraakman 
York University 
Toronto, Canada 

The year 2020 has been very differ-
ent. COVID-19 has changed our 
activities. Most of us are doing at 
least part of our teaching online or 
remotely. We are all Zoomers. 
 
The 2020 annual conference of the 
American Accounting Association 
was not held live in Atlanta. It was 
scaled back and held online. Alt-
hough a challenge, the online format 
suggests potential for future confer-
ences, even augmenting those with a 
live format. 
 
The 2020 World Congress of Ac-
counting Historians was to be held 
in Russia. However, due to COVID-
19, it was postponed likely to 2022. 
The 2024 World Congress of Ac-
counting Historians will be held in 
China. The planning for 2024 
WCAH was started in earnest in 
November 2020. 
 
We will hold our online research 
webinar for the third year on April 9 
and 23, 2021. Our webinar theme is 
again, “Generating Accounting The-
ory and Knowledge from Account-
ing History”. The purpose of this 
research webinar is to provide de-
tailed and insightful commentary on 
accounting history papers to facili-
tate publication in the Accounting 

Historians 
Journal and 
other quality 
journals. 
Each paper 
will be reviewed by two subject 
experts. An advertisement in this 
issue of the notebook provides sub-
mission details, etc. 
 
The Academy of Accounting Histo-
rians is planning for what we call 
Brown Bag Online. This will be a 
Zoom seminar where one member 
presents a paper to other members, 
plus three or four selected members 
with considerable expertise to pro-
vide in depth reviews. On a selected 
time and day, one paper will be pre-
sented. We expect these to be 
monthly seminars. The purpose is 
to provide exceptionally construc-
tive feedback to the presenters to 
facilitate publication in our journal 
or other quality journals. 
 
If you have any questions or con-
cerns, please contact me. 
 
Be safe; be well. 

Gary 
Gary Spraakman 
garys@yorku.ca 
York University 

Toronto, Canada 
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Richard K. (“Dick”) Fleischman, 
noted accounting historian, recipient 
of the Academy of Accounting His-
torians Hourglass Award (1999), and 
former editor of Accounting Histori-
ans Journal, passed away in March 
2020. A discussion of his academic 
contributions, by his colleague Rob-
ert Bloom, is presented in the De-
cember 2020 issue of Accounting 
Historians Journal. The obituary 
below appeared in the Sarasota Her-
ald Tribune in March 2020. He will 
be missed and long remembered. 
 
Fleischman, Richard K. 
Apr 15, 1941 - Mar 13, 2020 
 
Beloved husband of Sandra 
(Whitten) Fleischman, Dearest 
brother of Caryl Fleischman Brent 
(Thomas), and Andy Fleischman 
(Molly Emmons); Uncle of Lauren 
Fleischman Novoa (Daniel), 
Mathew (Niki Ballard) Fleischman, 
Edward Richard Bloomberg (Jamie 
Rubin), as well as many great nieces 
and nephews. 
 
Richard graduated from Nichols 
School and Harvard College. He 
received a Master’s Degree and PhD 
from the State University of New 
York at Buffalo and went on to be-
come a Professor of History at the 
University of Hawaii in Hilo for 13 
years. While there he received an 
award for excellence in teaching. 
Richard then returned to Buffalo 
where he taught for a year at SUNY 
Buffalo State College. While in Buf-

Remembering Richard (“Dick”) Fleischman 
Former President, Trustee, AHJ Editor, 
Hourglass Recipient and Life Member 

falo he received an MBA in Ac-
counting and a CPA.  Richard then 
moved to Cleveland where he spent 
the next 24 years as a Professor of 
Accounting at John Carroll Univer-
sity. While there he received an 
award from Ohio for excellence in 
accounting education and a distin-
guished faculty award from John 
Carroll. 
 
Thirteen years ago, he and Sandra 
retired to Sarasota Florida where he 
loved and nurtured many cats and 
two dogs. Richard was an avid 
bridge player for his entire adult life 
and was well known for his ability 
and his love of the game. Although 
he did not live in Buffalo for many 
years, he always had a special place 
in his heart for his family, his 
hometown, and Nichols School. 
 
His burial will take place at Forest 
Lawn Cemetery. 
 
Published in Herald Tribune from Mar. 
23 to Mar. 24, 2020. 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/heraldtribune/obituary.aspx?n=richard-k-
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Mississippi Society of CPAs Chair-
man Annette Pridgen, along with her 
coauthors Dale L. Flesher and James 
W. Davis, presented a copy of the 
MSCPA Centennial History to the 
Library at Ole Miss.  Flesher is a past 
president of the Academy of Ac-
counting Historians and a current 
member of the Board of Trus-
tees.  Accepting on behalf of the Uni-
versity were Patterson School of Ac-
countancy Dean, W. Mark Wilder, 
Library Dean, Cecelia Botaro, and 
AICPA Accountancy Librarian, Dr. 
Royce Kurtz.  The book includes 
over 500 photos and more than 1,500 
individual names are included in the 

index.  The Ole Miss Library houses 
the National Library of the Account-
ancy Profession.  It is the largest ac-
countancy library in the world, with 
holdings even surpassing the Library 
of Congress.  The Library's digital 
accounting collection is available free 
to anyone in the world and includes 
everything ever published by the 
AICPA back to 1887.  The book col-
lection also includes two original 
copies of Pacioli.  In the near future, 
the MSCPA Centennial History will 
be available on the Library's web-
site.  Looking on with approval in the 
photo is the statue of E. H. "Pat" Pat-
terson, a 1955 Ole Miss accountancy 

BOOK ON MISSISSIPPI ACCOUNTING 
HISTORY PRESENTED TO 

OLE MISS LIBRARY 

From left to right, Patterson School of Accountancy Dean, W. Mark Wilder, Accountancy Librar-
ian, Royce Kurtz, Library Dean, Cecelia Botero; the statue of E. H. Patterson; Dale L. Flesher; 
Annette B. Pridgen; and James W. Davis. 
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graduate and CPA from Amory., 
Mississippi, who was a benefactor to 
both the School of Accountancy, 
which now bears his name, and the 
Library, where the Library collection 
is named in his honor. 
 
The book by Davis, Flesher, and 
Pridgen was published in June 
2020.  Davis, a past president of the 
MSCPA, is now in his 56th year at 
the University of Mississippi, while 
Flesher is starting his 44th 
year.  They are the two longest serv-
ing accountancy faculty members in 
the history of the University.  Prid-
gen holds a Ph.D. from Ole Miss and 
recently retired from the faculty at 
Jackson State University. 

Academy past president, Dale Flesher, auto-
graphs the MSCPA Centennial History, 
which will be housed in the University's 
Department of Special Collections. 

ker.  He has published in a diversity 
of fields, comprising accounting, ac-
counting history, archaeology, eco-
nomic history, companies and securi-
ties law, management history, muse-
um management, and public admin-
istration.  His research is concerned 
with accounting, accountability and 
governance in both contemporary 
and historical contexts. 
 
From 1995 to 2007, Professor Carne-
gie was Founding Editor of the New 
Series of Accounting History, which 
first appeared in May 1996 and, from 
2008 to 2019, he was the journal’s 
Joint Editor.  Apart from his editor-
ship of the journal, he is well known 
for his development of specialist con-
ferences and emerging scholars’ col-
loquia and symposia, and his person-
al mentoring of young researchers 

(Continued from page 1) around the world. In July 2019, Pro-
fessor Carnegie received an award 
from the Accounting and Finance 
Association of Australia and New 
Zealand “in recognition of the 25 
years of excellent and dedicated ser-
vice as Editor of Accounting Histo-
ry”.  He is now the Consulting Editor 
of the journal. 
 
Professor Carnegie joined the Editori-
al Board of Accounting, Auditing & 
Accountability Journal (AAAJ) in 
1993 and became an Associate Editor 
of the journal in 2013. He convened 
the 8th Asia-Pacific Interdisciplinary 
Research in Accounting conference 
held at RMIT University 
in 2016.  In July 2019, 
he was presented the 
AAAJ Interdisciplinary 
Accounting Research 
Hall of Fame Award.    
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Tonya Flesher Receives 
2020 AICPA Distinguisheed Acheivement in 

Accounting Education Award 

Dr. Tonya K. Flesher, a past 
president of the Accademy of 
Accounting Historians, is the 
recipient of the 2020 American 
Institute of CPAs Distinguished 
Acheivement in Accounting 
Education award, which is the 
highest AICPA award for accounting 
academicians.  Tonya  is the Arthur 
Andersen Alumni Professor Emerita 
and former dean at the Patterson 
School of Accountancy at the 
University of Mississippi. 
 
The Distinguished Achievement in 
Accounting Education Award hon-
ors full-time college accounting edu-
cators who excel in teaching and 
have achieved national prominence 
in the accounting profession. 

“Over four decades, Professor 
Flesher has been a true innovator in 
accounting education, often creating 
her own curricula and textbooks to 
best prepare her students,” said Ste-
ve Matzke, director, faculty & uni-
versity initiatives at the Association 
of International Certified Profession-
al Accountants. “Students praised 
her for the detailed feedback she 
provided and passion she shared, 
and students and faculty recognized 
her with numerous teaching 
awards.” 
 
Flesher taught thousands of students 
during her 42-year career, in which 
she specialized in tax research and 
policy, and she was the first female 
dean, in any discipline, in the Uni-
versity of Mississippi’s now 172-
year history. Flesher officially re-
tired from teaching in 2017, but she 
remains active in accounting re-
search, including having authored 
several accounting history articles in 
the past three years. 

Tonya Flesher (right) is shown with her 
husband, Dale Flesher, in a photo tak-
en in June 2020 on their 50th wedding 
anniversary. 
 
Both are past presidents of the Acade-
my of Accounting Historians (Dale in 
1988 and Tonya in 1993), and both 
have been recipients of the AICPA’s 
Distinguished Achievement in Account-
ing Education Award. 



 

The Accounting Historians Notebook, October 2020                                                                                         9                                                                                                

Beyond teaching, she was an active 
contributor to the profession, serving 
on more than a dozen AICPA com-
mittees for more than 30 years.  She 
also served on several American Ac-
counting Association committees 
and has been active in the Academy 
of Accounting Historians.  She was 
the Academy’s 1993 president. 
 
Her appointment as dean in 1987 
was a pioneering one in that she was 
the first woman to hold an academic 
deanship in any discipline in the then 
140-year history of the University.  
Tonya has authored eight books in 
30 editions.  She has also authored 
over 100 journal articles, including 
several in The Accounting Historians 
Journal.  Tonya has been a depart-
mental editor for both the Tax Advis-
er and The Woman CPA.   
 
Tonya, a native of Kokomo, Indiana, 
is a 1967 graduate of Western High 
School, holds a bachelor’s degree 
(1971) from Ball State University, a 
master’s degree from Appalachian 
State University (1975), and a Ph.D. 
from the University of Mississippi 
(1979).  She passed the CPA Exam 
in 1975.  Before moving to Missis-
sippi, where she taught for 40 years, 
Flesher taught at Appalachian State 
University and Caldwell Community 
College and Technical Institute.  In 
1986, she was honored with the Uni-
versity of Mississippi’s Burlington 
Northern Faculty Achievement 
Award as the outstanding faculty 
member campus wide (her husband 
received it the next year).  She re-
ceived the Mississippi Society of 
CPAs Outstanding Educator Award 
in 1995.  In 2003, she received the 
University’s campus-wide Outstand-

ing Teacher Award, and in 2004 the 
Governor’s Award for Teaching.  
Tonya and her husband Dale live in 
Oxford; they have two adult children 
and two small grandchildren.   

 
Other Academy members have won 
the award in the past, including past 
presidents Gary J. Previts (Case 
Western Reserve, 1996), Dale L. 
Flesher, (University of Mississippi, 
2011), and Thomas J. Burns (Ohio 
State University, 1989).  Other 
Academy members to be so honored 
by the AICPA include Stephen 
Moehrle (University of Missouri-St. 
Louis, 2019), Donald E. Tidrick 
(Northern Illinois University, 2013), 
Gerhard G. Mueller (University of 
Washington, 2000), and Anthony T. 
Krzystofik (University of Massachu-
setts, 1997). 

On behalf of the AAH Section 
of the AAA: 
 

Congratulations, 
           Tonya 
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Joseph Colleye 2021 
Prize in Accounting History 

Call for Applications 
 
In 2021, the Joseph Colleye Prize in Accounting History will be awarded during the 
26th Journées d’histoire du management et des organisations (JHMO) which will take place in Mul-
house on 25 and 26 March. This prize is named in honour of the founding president of 
the Belgian Ordre des experts comptables et comptables brevetés, created in 1959: Joseph Colleye 
(1908-2001). 
 

A major player in the legal recognition of the accounting profession in Belgium and its 
development, Joseph Colleye also was the author of 30 books and a multitude of articles, 
particularly on the standardisation and computerisation of accounting. As director of the 
Editions comptabilité et productivité, he supervised in 1962 the publication of the first French 
translation of the famous Tractatus de computis et scripturis of Luca Pacioli’s Summa, under-
taken by Robert Haulotte and Ernest Stevelinck, two accountants passionate about ac-
counting history. 
 

This prize is funded by the Fonds Joseph Colleye, a non-profit organisation that also sup-
ports a series of activities to promote the accounting history collection of the University 
Library at the Université de Nantes. This undertaking will pay tribute to one of the previ-
ously mentioned historians of accounting, Ernest Stevelinck (1909-2001), whose personal 
library was at the origin of the constitution of this collection. In 1970, he was the conven-
or of the first World Congress of Accounting Historians, the 15th edition was to take 
place in St Petersburg in July 2020, but has been postponed to 2022, due to Covid-19. 
 

The prize in the amount of €1500 will be awarded to the author(s) of an article on the 
history of accounting techniques and of their uses. The selection of the recipient(s) will be 
made by an international jury. 
 

To be eligible for this prize, the article, written in French or in English, must have been 
published in 2019 or in 2020 in a ranked academic journal. In addition, the author or one 
of the authors will propose, at the same time, a paper to be presented at the JHMO 2021 
(https://ahmo.hypotheses.org/3191). 
 

Important: the JHMO 2021 will be held with both live and 
online sessions. 
 

• Deadline for submission of applications: 4 January 2021 

• The article, accompanied by a brief CV will be sent to 
the following address: prixcolleye@ahmo.fr 

 
 

Joseph Colleye 
1908-2001 
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 Persistence and Vigilance: 
A View of Ford Motor Company’s 

Accounting Over Its First Fifty Years 
 

Studies in the Development of Accounting Thought-Vol: 24 
 

Yvette J. Lazdowski  
University of New Hampshire, USA 

Persistence and Vigilance: A View of 
Ford Motor Company's Accounting 
Over Its First Fifty Years is an ex-
ploration of the financial leadership 
that guided the company through 
periods of phenomenal growth 
amidst the economic and political 
upheaval of the early 20th century. 
 
Since its inception in 1903, the Ford 
Motor Company has implemented 
traditional accounting methods, as 
well as innovative financial report-
ing and business policies, to navigate 
industry competition, two world 
wars, and labor issues such as the 
famous $5 day. While much has 
been written on the presumption of 
Henry Ford's indifference to the fi-
nancial details of operating the com-
pany that bore his name, there re-
mains much to be said for the talent-
ed individuals working behind the 
scenes to spearhead the day-to-day 
financial and operational policies of 
the company. This includes initial co
-founder James Couzens, super 
salesman and accountant Norval 
Hawkins, loyal Frank Klingensmith, 
and turn-around specialist Ernest 
Breech, among others. It was 
through their skill, persistence, and 
acumen that accounting policies and 
procedures evolved within the Ford 
Motor Company alongside the wel-
comed support of Edsel Ford, who 

was widely respected in his vision 
for strong financial oversight and 
organizational structure. 
 
From archival information found in 
the Benson Ford Research Center, 
this book describes the accounting 
and financial reporting methods uti-
lized by the company through its 
years of growth, wartime production, 
economic downturns, and eventual 
restructuring under the presidency of 
Henry Ford II. It is essential reading 
for anyone interested in the history 
of the Ford Motor Company, as well 
as those curious about the applica-
tion of accounting within the fast-
growing automotive industry in the 
early to mid-1900s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on page 13) 
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2019 Best Paper Award 
Accounting Historians Journal 

 
At the beginning of each year, the editor of the AHJ chooses a recipient of 
the Best Paper Award from the previous year’s journals. 

 
First Place: 

 
“Bookkeeper-Controller-CFO: The Rise of the Chief 

Financial and Chief Accounting Officer”  
(Accounting Historians Journal, December 2019) 

 
This paper traces the evolution of the chief accounting and chief financial of-
ficers from minor figures in corporate governance for most of the 20th century 
to senior management positions by the late 1970s. The paper begins with the 
testimony before Congress of Arthur Tucker during the debates over the legis-
lation that would become the 1933 Securities Act. The impact of Tucker's ef-
forts, the evolution of the legal liability of financial and accounting officers 
over the next several decades, the increasing complexity of corporate finance 
and financial reporting that led to the establishment of the CFO as a position 
second only to the CEO, and the place of the accounting officer among senior 
management, are analyzed in the subsequent sections. 

 
Michael Doron, Ph.D., CPA, is an associate professor in 
the Department of Accounting at California State Universi-
ty - Northridge.  He received a doctorate in History at Tex-
as A&M University, working under the direction of the 
late, eminent business historian Harold Livesay.  Michael 
has published in The CPA Journal, Accounting Histo-
ry, and The Accounting Historians Journal. 
 

 

Charles Richard Baker is Professor of Accounting at the Willumstad School 
of Business, Adelphi University, New York. His main research interests are 
focused on the public accounting profession, in particular: the history of the 
profession, comparative systems of regulation, ethical issues, independence, 

Michael Doron 
(California State University, 

Northridge) 

C. Richard Baker 
(Adelphi University) 

Kiren Dosanjh Zucker 
(California State University, Northridge)  
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and legal liability. Professor Baker has published over 
120 academic and profession articles in journals such 
as The Accounting Review, Contemporary Accounting 
Research, Abacus, Journal of Accounting and Public 
Policy, European Accounting Review, Accounting 
History, Accounting Historians’ Journal, Accounting 
History Review, Journal of Business Ethics, Human 
Relations, Accounting, Auditing and Accountability 
Journal, Critical Perspectives on Accounting, Ac-
counting Forum, International Journal of Accounting, 
Qualitative Research in Accounting and Management, 
The CPA Journal, and Comptabilité-Contrôle-Audit. 
He has also served on the editorial board of various 
academic and professional journals including: Accounting, Auditing, Auditing 
and Accountability Journal, Critical Perspectives on Accounting, Accounting 
Forum, Accounting and the Public Interest, Qualitative Research in Account-
ing and Finance, Accounting History, Accounting Historians’ Journal, Re-
search on Professional Responsibility and Ethics in Accounting, and The CPA 
Journal. He received a Ph.D. from the University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) and he is a Certified Public Accountant (CPA) in New York State. 

Contents 
 

Chapter 1. The Inception of the Ford Motor Company 
 
Chapter 2. A Precarious Beginning, James Couzens, Norval Hawkins, and the 

Selden Suit 
 
Chapter 3. Growth and Conflict: The Moving Assembly Line and the $5 Day 
 
Chapter 4. World War I, Minority Shareholders, and the Crisis of 1920-1921 
 
Chapter 5. Move to the Rouge, the End of the Model T, and World War II 
 
Chapter 6. A New Era: Henry Ford II, Ernest Breech, and the Whiz Kids 
 
Chapter 7. Reflections and Final Thoughts 

(Continued from page 11) 
 

About the author 
 

Yvette J. Lazdowski’s research interest is 
in accounting and business history. She 
is an Assistant Professor of Accounting 
at the University of New Hampshire in 
Manchester, as well as a CPA, CMA, 
CFM and CFE. Dr. Lazdowski’s doctor-
al dissertation focused on the accounting 
history of the Ford Motor Company us-
ing archival data located at the Benson 

Ford Research Center in Dearborn, 
Michigan. From that research, she pre-
sented original data at the World of the 
Model T Conference in 2008. In 2013, 
she was presented with the Alfred R. Rob-
erts Memorial Research Award. Dr. 
Lazdowski is a member of the Academy of 
Accounting Historians and the American 
Accounting Association. 
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2019 Best Paper Award 
Accounting Historians Journal 

 
At the beginning of each year, the editor of the AHJ chooses 1-2 recipients of 
the Award for Excellence from the previous year’s journals. 
 

Award for Excellence: 

 
“A Comprehensive Review of the Evolution of 

Accounting Standards for State and Local Government 
Pensions and OPEB” 

(Accounting Historians Journal, June 2019) 
 
Both the business media and the popular press have emphasized the underfund-
ing problems associated with pension funds that are set aside for state and local 
government workers, a group that also includes teachers and professors at state
-affiliated colleges and universities. The realization that pension funds are typi-
cally underfunded stems from the fact that the accounting standards associated 
with state and local government employee pension funds have led to greater 
transparency since 2011. This paper examines, explains, and interprets the his-
torical development over the last 70 years of accounting standards for state and 
local government pension funds in the United States. Changing accounting 
standards, along with economic and social change, have led to consequences 
such as employers transforming their pension programs to avoid substantial 
costs and significant liabilities, for example by changing from defined benefit 
to defined contribution plans. 
 
 
CRAIG FOLTIN is an Assistant Professor of Accounting in the Monte Ahuja 
College of Business at Cleveland State University.  He has presented at many 
professional meetings and has published 28 papers in some of America’s top 
accounting journals – most recently in Research in Accounting Regulation, 
CPA Journal, and Strategic Finance.  He also serves on the Editorial Board for 
CPA Journal.  In addition, he has been a Visiting Scholar at the University of 
Texas at Austin and as a Visiting Lecturer at the University of Montana.   

Dale Flesher 
(University of Mississippi) 

Craig Foltin 
(Cleveland State University) 

Gary J. Previts 
(Case Western Reserve University) 

Mary Stone 
(University of Alabama) 
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Dr. Foltin has won numerous awards.  In 2011 and 
2014, Dr. Foltin was honored with the President’s 
Award at Cuyahoga Community College, the top 
honor presented to a current College employee.  He 
was awarded the Humanitarian Award by the 
Black American Council in 2014.   He was named 
Crain’s Cleveland Business CFO of the Year in 
2009 and received the Outstanding Alumnus of the 
Year from the Beta Alpha Psi chapter of Cleveland 
State University that same year.  In 2006, he won 
the Author’s award for the Outstanding Article of 
the Year as “The Most Significant Contribution to the Literature of the Profes-
sion”, from the Association of Government Accountants. 
 
Prior to Cleveland State University, Dr. Foltin held the position of Provost and 
Executive Vice President at Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C).  As Tri-
C’s Chief Academic Officer, Dr. Foltin was responsible for advancing, admin-
istering and leading all academic departments and activities, four campus oper-
ations, 419 full-time faculty members, 700 full-time staff and over 2,000 part-
time faculty and staff.  Prior to serving as Provost, Dr. Foltin served as the Ex-
ecutive Vice President of Administration and Finance and Treasurer for Tri C.  
As the College’s Chief Financial Officer, Dr. Foltin was responsible for a $300 
million-dollar budget and all activities regarding capital and construction, fi-
nancial reporting, procurement, human resources, information technology, le-
gal services, risk management and plant operations.  He is credited with reor-
ganizing the College’s financial reporting processes.  A two-term elected 
Mayor of the City of Lorain, Ohio, from 2000-2007, Dr. Foltin was responsible 
for administering the City’s $80 million budget and overseeing all services and 
economic development of the City.  Prior to becoming Mayor, Dr. Foltin en-
gaged in public service as the elected city auditor of Lorain, Ohio and as an 
assistant in the Ohio Auditor of State’s office.   
 
A lifelong Northeast Ohio resident, he earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Accounting from the Ohio State University before earning his MBA and Doc-
tor of Business Administration from Cleveland State University.  Dr. Foltin is 
a CPA and a Certified Government Financial Manager.  He resides in Lorain 
with his wife, Karen and their daughters Lena and Eleanor. 
 
 
DALE L. FLESHER is in his 44th year as a Professor in the Patterson School 
of Accountancy at the University of Mississippi and holds the Roland & Sheryl 
Burns Chair in Accounting.  He received both bachelors and masters degrees 
from Ball State University.  He holds a Ph.D. in accounting from the Universi-
ty of Cincinnati.  Dr. Flesher holds CPA, CMA, CFM, CGMA, CIA, CGFM, 

(Continued on page 16) 
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and CFE certificates.  He has authored over 400 
articles for more than 100 professional journals 
throughout the world  He is also the author of 51 
books (in 95 editions) and has made over 200 
presentations before professional groups. 
 
Dr. Flesher has won numerous research and teach-
ing awards.  He received the University of Missis-
sippi's 1987 Burlington Northern Faculty 
Achievement Award as the outstanding faculty 
member campuswide.  Earlier, in 1976, he won 
the campus-wide outstanding teacher of the year 
award from Appalachian State University.  He 
won the 1990 Leon Radde Award from the Institute of Internal Auditors as the 
outstanding auditing educator world wide.  He was selected by the Mississippi 
Society of CPAs as the 1998 Accounting Educator of the Year.  In 2005, he 
received the first annual Thomas J. Burns Biographical Research in Account-
ing Award from Ohio State University.  In 2011, he was selected by the 
AICPA as the nation’s outstanding accounting educator.  He also received 
the 2011 Distinguished Research and Creative Achievement Award from the 
University of Mississippi, which is a lifetime achievement award.  In 2014, he 
received the Academy of Accounting Historians’ Hourglass Award for his life-
time of contributions to accounting history research.  In 2017, he was selected 
by the Southeastern Conference (SEC) from over 1,700 faculty members as the 
outstanding professor at the University of Mississippi.  He is the only account-
ing professor from any of the 14 SEC schools to receive the honor in the histo-
ry of the award.   
 
In 1996, he served on an AICPA task force coordinating the centennial cele-
bration of the CPA examination and in 2011-12 served on the AICPA’s 125th 
anniversary task force. He was also an advisor to the editor of the Journal of 
Accountancy on the 125th anniversary June 2012 issue.  He has served on the 
Board of Trustees of the AICPA Foundation and was an elected member of 
AICPA’s governing Council.  He has been active in IMA at both the local 
chapter and national level.  In addition to serving as a chapter president, he has 
served as an IMA national director and on many national committees over the 
years, including a term on the board of the Research Foundation.  He is a six-
time winner of IMA’s Certificate of Merit Award for articles published in 
Management Accounting magazine. 
 
His wife, Tonya, is also an accounting professor and former dean at Ole Miss.  
They have two children: a son who is a lawyer in Oxford, and a daughter who 
recently graduated from Carleton College (MN) where she played on the varsi-
ty tennis team.  She now works for CBS Television in Hollywood, California. 

(Continued from page 15) 
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GARY JOHN PREVITS is E. Mandell de Windt 
Professor and Distinguished University Professor 
of accounting in the Weatherhead School of Manage-
ment at Case Western Reserve University.  Dr. Pre-
vits holds a Ph.D. from the University of Florida.  
Gary received his bachelor’s degree from John Car-
roll University and his master’s degree from the Ohio 
State University. He is a CPA and was formerly on 
the board of Directors of the AICPA.  He is a past 
president of the Ohio Society of CPAs.  He received 
the Federation of Schools of Accountancy 1991 Jo-
seph Silvoso Award as the outstanding accounting educator nationwide.  He re-
ceived the AICPA's 1996 Outstanding Educator Award.  Dr. Previts was the 
founding president of the Academy of Accounting Historians and is the author of 
the acclaimed History of Accounting in America and A History of Accountancy in 
the United States.  He has authored numerous books and articles and served as 
editor of The Ohio CPA Journal, The Accounting Historians Journal, and Re-
search in Accounting Regulation.  He is a Past-President of the American Ac-
counting Association, having served in 2007-08.  In 2007, he received the 
AICPA’s Gold Medal for Distinguished Service to the profession of accountan-
cy for his work in the area of financial literacy.  He has also received the AICPA’s 
Distinguished Accounting Educator Award in 1996.  In 2011, he was inducted 
into the Accounting Hall of Fame founded in 1950 at the Ohio State University 
and now hosted by the American Accounting Association.  
 
 
MARY S. STONE, CPA, is the Hugh Culverhouse Endowed Chair and Professor 
of Accounting at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa, where she has taught 
since 1981.  She received her Ph.D. from the University of Illinois.  Mary is a past 
president of the American Accounting Association, currently serves on the Board 
of Directors and Council of the AICPA and has authored numerous articles over 
the years, including several on pension accounting for private sector companies. 
 
Dr. Stone is a past president of the American Accounting Association and is a 
trustee of the Academy of Accounting Historians. She has served as a member 
of the AICPA Accounting Standards Executive Committee, the AACSB Inter-

national Accounting Accreditation Committee, and 
the Board of Trustees of the Accounting Hall of 
Fame.  She received the 2012 Federation of Schools 
of Accountancy Joseph Silvoso Award as the out-
standing accounting educator nationwide.  She was 
the 2007 winner of the American Accounting 
Association’s Outstanding Accounting Educator 
Award.  Mary has been a Trustee of the Financial 
Accounting Foundation since November 2010 and 
has served on several corporate boards. 
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2020 Barbara D. Merino Award for 
Excellence in Accounting History Publication 

 
This annual award is to recognize the author of the best book on an ac-
counting historical topic published in a given year.  

 
Kelly Kilcrease & Yvette Lazdowski 
(University of New Hampshire-Manchester) 

 
for 

 
Manchester’s Shoe Industry 
(2019, The History Press, Charleston, SC) 

 
Dr. Kelly Kilcrease currently serves as an associate 
professor of business at the University of New Hamp-
shire-Manchester. In 2019, he co-published a book on 
The History of Manchester’s Shoe Industry and Dr. 
Kilcrease’s next book titled Boston’s Long Wharf – A 
Path to the Sea will be published in March 2021 and 
examines the economic and social history of one of 
the oldest standing structures in the U.S. Dr. 
Kilcrease has published numerous peer reviewed arti-
cles on small business development and business his-
tory. The history articles have included subjects ad-
dressing the transformation of Manchester’s Amoskeag Mill Yard, the eco-

nomic history of Boston’s Long Wharf, Daniel 
Webster as a farmer, the world’s first business 
incubator and the oldest company in America, the 
J.E. Rhodes Company. He received his BS in po-
litical science from the University of South Florida 
and a Ph.D. from the Union Institute and Universi-
ty in management and has worked in higher edu-
cation for more than twenty-five years. 
 
Dr. Yvette Lazdowski is an Assistant Professor 
of Accounting at University of New Hampshire-
Manchester, where she teaches a variety of cours-
es in finance, managerial and financial accounting, 
as well as fraud and forensic accounting . In addi-
tion to holding a Doctorate in Business Admin-
istration (DBA) in Accounting, Dr. Lazdowski is a 
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Certified Public Accountant (CPA), Certified Fraud 
Examiner (CFE), Certified Management Accountant 
(CMA) and Certified Financial Manager (CFM). She 
has over 20 years’ experience in corporate account-
ing, information systems, and management. Her most 
recent interest is in the area of corporate fraud, and 
the promotion of the CFE certification for homeland 
security and other students pursuing career opportuni-
ties in forensic accounting and fraud examination.  
 
Dr. Lazdowski’s primary area of research is in accounting and business histo-
ry.  Lazdowski was awarded the Alfred R. Roberts Memorial Research Award 
in 2013 for her study of accounting history, including extensive research and a 
doctoral dissertation on the early accounting history of the Ford Motor Compa-
ny in Dearborn, Michigan. She currently serves as the Treasurer and is Presi-
dent-Elect of the Academy of Accounting Historians section of the American 
Accounting Association (AAA), and is actively involved in several other sec-
tions of the AAA, previously serving as President of the Northeast Region of 
the American Accounting Association in 2015-2016. 
 
Dr. Lazdowski is a longtime resident of New Hampshire, and an avid support-
er of the accounting profession in the state. She lives with her husband in cen-
tral New Hampshire, where they enjoy outdoor activities and family vacations. 

 

2020 Innovation in 
Accounting History Education Award 

 
The intent of the Innovation in Accounting History Education Award is to en-
courage innovations in accounting history education. 
 

Louella Moore 
(Washburn University) 

 
 

Dr. Louella Moore (CPA/CGMA) is a Professor 
of Accounting at Washburn University, Topeka, 
Kansas USA. Currently serving as an Associate 
Editor for Accounting Education, she teaches fi-
nancial and managerial accounting at the under-
graduate through master’s level. She is a member 
of the AAA Public Interest Section and Academy 
of Accounting Historians. 
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2020 Thomas J. Burns 
Biographical Research Award 

 
This Award is given for outstanding biographical research in the disci-
pline of accountancy. 
 

Mikhail I. Kuter 
Marina M. Gurskaya 

Alexander V. Kuznetsov 
(Kuban State University) 

 
“Alexander Galagan: Russian titan of the 

enlightenment in the history of accounting” 
 
Professor Mikhail Kuter, Doctor of Economic Science (1991), is Chair of the 
Accounting and Audit Department at Kuban State University and was made 
‘Honorary Professor of Higher Education of the Russian Federation’ in 2011. 
Mikhail is the author of the first Russian textbook on accounting theory in post
-Soviet times. His textbooks are popular and used for teaching in Russia and 
Belarus. He is author of more than 400 papers, both in Russian and English; 
and has published a book of his own critical translation of Luca Pacioli’s trea-
tise De Computis et Scripturis into Russian. Recently, his scientific interest has 
focused on the genesis of double entry bookkeeping. To assist him and his re-
search team, he invented the method of logical-analytical modeling, which is 
actively used by him and his followers in their research of archival materials. 
 
Marina Gurskaya is an associate professor at Kuban State University. Marina 
received her PhD in Accounting from Plekhanov University of Economics 
(Moscow, Russia) in 2004. Her research interests and publications are mostly 
related to the history of accounting. She and Mikhail conduct joint research in 
accounting history and regularly participate in scientific meetings/conferences 
in this area of research. Several papers are published based on invented meth-
od of logico-analytical modeling. Papers are distinguished based on themes: 
medieval accounting statements, asset impairment charges and asset deprecia-
tion charges, profit reserve, adjustment entries, maritime insurance accounting 
and stages of development of the financial result formation system. 
 
Alexander Kuznetsov is an assistant professor at the Kuban State University 
(Russia). Alexander graduated Kuban State University in 2008 and received 
his PhD in Accounting from Rostov State University of Economics (Rostov-on
-Don, Russia) in 2011. 
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2020 Alfred R. Roberts 
Memorial Research Award 

 
This award is named in honor of Dr. Alfred R. Roberts, second President and 
long-serving Secretary of the Academy, and provides grants for research which 
seeks to support the 35 goals identified by Prof. Emeritus Richard Vangermeersch 
as to accounting history research — April 2012 issue of the Accounting Histori-
ans Notebook. 

Diane Roberts 
(University of San Francisco) 

 
“U.S. Public accounting practice conditions and intergenerational 

occupation transfer from 1871 to1889” 
 
Diane H. Roberts is Professor of Accounting at the University of San Francis-
co. She earned her Ph.D. from the University of California, Irvine. She has 
published in such journals as Accounting Historians 
Journal, Accounting and the Public Interest, Research 
on Professional Responsibility and Ethics in Account-
ing, Accounting History Review, and Critical Perspec-
tives on Accounting. She was the recipient of the Third 
Annual Glen McLaughlin Prize for Research in Ac-
counting Ethics by the Oklahoma Center for Account-
ing Research. Her research interests include environ-
mental accounting, history of professional ethics, and 
development of accounting as a profession. Her cur-
rent project explores the intergenerational transfer of 
occupation for Certified Public Accountants. 

Marina Gurskaya and Mikhail Kuter 
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Accounting and Business Research: 
the first 50 years, 1970–2019 

 
Stephen A. Zeff & Thomas R. Dyckman 
 
Accounting and Business Research (ABR), the journal 
wrapped in dark green covers, is now celebrating the 
50th anniversary of its founding by the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants in England and Wales (ICAEW, Insti-
tute), and has risen to become one of the leading general-
ist accounting research journals. Since its beginning, 
ABR’s aim has been to bridge the worlds of accounting 
research and accounting practice. 
 
The purpose of this article is to review the evolution of 
ABR in the context of the changing landscape of ac-

counting research. In the course of writing this 50-year review, the authors 
have singled out many articles that, in their judgement, showed more than the 
usual promise to be of enduring value to the field of accounting, taking into 
account the generalist and ‘bridging’ character of the journal. 
 
Stephen A. Zeff & Thomas R. Dyckman (2020) Accounting and Business Research: the first 50 
years, 1970–2019, Accounting and Business Research, 50:4, 360-395, DOI: 
10.1080/00014788.2020.1731115 

Accounting History Research Database 
Now Available Through 

Case Western Reserve University 
 
Taking advantage of the newest technology of 
data set development the Accounting History 
Research Database (“AHRD”) seeks to improve 
scholarly efforts by facilitating identification 
and access of published materials in the journals below.  AHRD permits researching 
the full period and full text content of the three English language accounting history 
research journals. 
 

• Accounting Historians Journal [1974 to date] - published by the American Ac-
counting Association; 

• Accounting History Review (previously Accounting, Business and Financial 
History) dates from 1990 - published by Taylor & Francis (UK); and 

• Accounting History dates from 1996 - published by Sage Publications in coop-
eration with the Accounting History Special Interest Group of AFAANZ 
(Australia and New Zealand). 

 
To access the AHRD: https://weatherhead.case.edu/research/accounting-history/ 

https://weatherhead.case.edu/research/accounting-history/
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THE ACADEMY OF ACCOUNTING HISTORIANS SECTION 
of the 

AMERICAN ACCOUNTING ASSOCIATION 
 

BUSINESS MEETING  
 

At the 2020 Annual Conference of the American Accounting Association 
via Spark (an online virtual meeting using the AAA platform) 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020   9:30-10:30 AM Eastern Daylight Time  
 

Co-hosts:  Gary Spraakman (garys@yorku.ca) and Yvette Lazdowski 
(Yvette.Lazdowski@unh.edu) 

 
MINUTES 

(Unofficial minutes pending approval of attendees) 
 

The meeting convened about 9:30 AM. 
 
Present:   Gary Spraakman (president), Arwa Assubhi, Bill Black, John Dejoy, Dale 
Flesher, Marina Gurskaya,  Royce Kurtz, Mikhail I. Kuter, Yvette Lazdowski, 
Yoshinao Matsumoto, Louella Moore, Stephanie Moussalli, Martin Persson, Jennifer 
Reynolds-Moehrle, Diane Roberts, Laleh Samarbakhish, Rolando Sanchez, Massimo 
Sargiacomo, Hiroyuki Sekiya, Dalin Smith, G. Soral. 
 
For Information Only: 
 

1. Call to order and welcome – President Gary Spraakman 
 
“Welcome to the annual business meeting of the Academy of Accounting His-
torians as a section of the AAA.  I am glad to see you here and hopeful that 
you will remain engaged in the section activities in this coming year and in the 
years to come.” 

 
2. Reports 
 

A. President’s report – Spraakman 

Spraakman noted the depressing effect that the pandemic has had on sec-
tion activities and participation for this conference. 

B. Treasurer’s report – Lazdowski 
 
Lazdowski reviewed recent financial results.  She noted the biggest ex-
penses are for the Accounting Historians Journal and the annual meeting.  
The section’s financial position is strong.   
Discussion ensued. 

 
C. Membership report - Moussalli 

 
Moussalli reviewed the following information: 

(Continued on page 24) 
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(Continued from page 23) 
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Discussion of means to increase membership ensued. 
 

D. Accounting Historians Journal editor’s report – Bill Black 
 
Black said the new editorial management system is better than the previ-
ous one, though it has problems.  Issues have returned to being published 
on time and the new assistant editors, Stephan Fafatas and Martin Persson, 
are a great help.  He is focusing on the quality of the articles and on im-
proving our rankings.  Discussion ensued. 

 
E. Memorial series report – Reynolds-Moehrle 

The committee - Reynolds-Moehrle, Fafatas, and Persson - are looking for 
more material.  The process has been smooth with the AAA staff. 

F. Section election completed – Spraakman 

3.    Activities 

A. Mid-year research webinar, past and future 

The 2020 webinar went well, so another will take place in 2021. 

B. CPE session at AAA and updates on digital archives - Spraakman, 
Kurtz 
 
A CPE session will not be held this year, but should return next year. 
 
Kurtz listed new items added to open-access accounting digital collection 
at the University of Mississippi’s EGrove site (https://egrove.olemiss.edu/). 

(Continued on page 26) 
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- Accountants’ Index, 1920-1991 (finished) 
- More comment letters, including 2 volume-set for the 1991 exposure 
draft of the COSO report 
- More directories, including the Accountants’ Directory and Who’s Who, 
1925, and Directory of Accounting Education, 1992/1993 – 1993/1994, 
Tax Division Administrative Manual, 1986-1993 
 - In Our Opinion, 1985-2006, a newsletter of the Audit and Attest Stand-
ards team 
- Accounting Profession in [various countries], 1987-1994 
-- AIA Technical Proceedings, 1938-1954, e.g., Wartime Accounting and 
Accounting Problems in War Contracts 
- College Testing Program Bulletin, 1947-1961, by the Committee on 
Selection of Personnel 
- Uniform Bill to Regulate the Public Practice of Accounting, 1925 
- Monographs from the 1930s, e.g., Cemetery Accounts, Land Accounts, 
Lumber Accounts, and Peloubet’s Working Papers 
- All the monographs published by the AICPA in 2010 

C. Paper sessions at AAA – Persson 

At the beginning of the year, there were many papers for the history sec-
tion, but many withdrew when the conference went online only. 

D. World Congress 2020/2021 and 2024 updates – Sargiacomo 

The World Congress of Accounting Historians, originally scheduled for 
2020, has been moved to June 25-27, 2022.  It will be held in St. Peters-
burg, Russia.   
 
A proposal has been received to hold the 2024 World Congress in Wuhan, 
China, from June 25 to 27.  A doctoral consortium would be held on the 
24th; participants would visit Shanghai and see some very old accounting 
records in the mountains. 
 

E. 50th anniversary of Academy of Accounting Historians, 2023 - 
Lazdowski 

Plans for the celebratory conference are under way. 
 

4. Presentation of Academy awards – Spraakman 
 
On behalf of the Academy of Accounting Historians, Spraakman congratulated 
the following award recipients: 

 
A. Innovation in Accounting History Education Award 

Louella Moore, Washburn University 

 

(Continued from page 25) 
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B. Alfred R. Roberts Memorial Research Award  

Diane Roberts, University of San Francisco.  “U.S public accounting prac-
tice conditions and intergenerational occupation transfer from 1871 to 
1889.” 

C. Barbara D. Merino Award for Excellence in Accounting History Pub-
lication 

Kelly Kilcrease and Yvette Lazdowski, University of New Hampshire.  
Manchester’s Shoe Industry, 2019, The History Press, Charleston, S.C. 

D. Thomas J. Burns Biographical Research Award  

Mikhail I. Kuter, Marina M. Gurskaya, and Alexander V. Kuznetsov, Ku-
ban State University.  “Alexander Galagan: Russian titan of the Enlighten-
ment in the history of accounting.” 

E. Best Paper Award, Accounting Historians Journal  

Michael Doron, California State University, Northridge, C Richard Baker, 
Adelphi University, and Kiren Dosanih Zucker, California State Universi-
ty, Northridge.  “Bookkeeper-controller-CFO: The rise of the Chief Finan-
cial and Chief Accounting Officer.” 

F. Award for Excellence, Accounting Historians Journal  

Dale Flesher, University of Mississippi, Craig Foltin, Cleveland State Uni-
versity, Gary Previts, Case Western Reserve University, and Mary Stone, 
University of Alabama.  “A comprehensive review of the evolution of 
accounting standards for state and local government pensions and OPEB.” 

G. Hourglass Award 

Garry Carnegie, Emeritus Professor, RMIT University. 
 
For further information about the awards, see the Fall, 2020 issue of the Ac-
counting Historians Notebook. 

5. Other business 

A. Spraakman noted the section election of officers and trustees has been 
completed. 

B. Spraakman urged attendees to participate in the virtual block party (held 
in lieu of the traditional ice cream party) on Wednesday, August 12 at 
9:30 AM Eastern Daylight Time. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Stephanie Moussalli, Secretary 
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Calls for Papers & Upcoming Conferences 

 
For current information, visit the AAH Section’s website at 

www.aaahq.org/AAH. 
 
 
 

Notebook Content 
 
To submit items for inclusion in the Notebook, email the AAH Section 

Administrator, Tiffany Schwendeman, at acchistory@case.edu. 
 
 
 

Award Nominations 
 
For detailed information on AAH Section awards and current deadlines, 

visit the Awards section of the AAH Section website at 
www.aaahq.org/AAH/Awards. 

 
 
 


